
Hello All!  

 

March is here and I am 

hoping winter is almost 

GONE! Since I am writ-

ing this before the Feb-

ruary meeting, I am truly 

hoping the White Ele-

phant Sale went well. I 

will just go ahead and 

tell you all that were 

there, ñTHANK 

YOU!!!!ò 

 

The Illinois Horse Fair 

and our annual Morgan 

Horse Sale are coming 

up soon and we need 

your help. 

 

If you are able to help at 

the Horse Fair, we need 

people to decorate in the 

barn area.  We plan to 

begin decorating at 1:00 

p.m. on Friday, March 

5th.  Also, we can always 

use people to sit at our 

booth on Saturday and 

Sunday.  The Illinois 

Horse Fair is a great op-

portunity for all of us to 

promote the Morgan 

breed.  I hope to see 

many of you there! 

 

If you can help with the 

sale, we need help on 

Friday, March 19th and 

Saturday, March 20th.  If 

you can help on Friday, 

and can be there early, 

we plan to set up tables 

at 10:00 a.m. and get 

everything ready before 

people start arriving 

with their tack and 

horses.  If you canôt 

make it by 10:00 a.m., 

please come anytime 

that day.  Any and all 

help is appreciated!  

And, on Saturday, we 

can always use extra 

hands in the sale arena 

and in the barn.  Please 

check with me, Jeff, or 

Brenda and we can get 

you set up with a job. 

 

March is a big month for 

our club. We have lots 

to do and I do hope to 

see each of you some-

time during the month.  

 

Another thing I would 

like to ask of everyone.  

Please send in birthday 

information so that each 

month we can send 

birthday wishes your 

way! 

 

Until next month, stay 

dry and warm and God 
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Page 4 

Donõt forget about the Horse & 

Tack Sale.  See Page 5 
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Bless you all.  I hope 

you all get to enjoy your 

Morgan's each day. 

 

Darlene Horner 

dswise@webtv.net 

217-243-1293 

www.mvmhc.org 

 

P. S.  I want to thank 

you all for your hard 

work and help at the 

February Meeting and 

White Elephant Sale!  It 

was a great day and I 

think the new people 

that were there enjoyed 

themselves very much.  

Thank you for your par-

ticipation. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CLUB RAISED 

$759.00 AT THE 

WHITE ELEPHANT 

AND BAKE SALE!!  

GREAT JOB!  

The Official Publication of  the Mississippi Valley Morgan Horse Club 

Morgan Tales Volume 

PRESIDENTõS COLUMN 

1995, 1997, 1998, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004 & 2006  

AMHA Club of the Year 



Dear Studley, 

  

At last, after a two month interruption I am ready to continue to answer your question, ñI 

know that God created all horses equal but do horses have different temperaments?ò 

 

Last time I addressed reactivity; this time I am going to address what I call the oppositional 

temperament, a term that I borrowed from my person, Missy, who is a school psychologist. I 

am also going to write a little about friendliness. Oppositional horses are horses that hate be-

ing worked by people. They do not necessarily dislike people; they just hate being driven, 

ridden, leadðpractically everything people do to them, except feeding them. I am such a 

horse. I genuinely like people. If my person, Eugene, is fixing fences, I am right there with 

him, sticking my head in the posthole, playing with the staple puller, etc. Many years ago when I was allowed 

to roam freely and eat grass in the yard (back when Eugene and Melissa were pseudo-hippies and believed that 

all living beings should be FREE), I helped a somewhat intimidated electrician install and wire a complete air 

conditioning unit. It is just when I see a halter in Eugeneôs hand that I am goneðto the farthest corner of the 

pasture. Shake all the grain buckets at me that you want. Iôm no fool; I run. Once I am caught I submit but not 

happily. My ears are always back and I frequently shake my head. I am mad. At this point, oppositional horses 

split into two very distinct groups: those who submit (like me) and those who are defiant. Although, my per-

sonal heroes are those horses who defy to the death, most people like those who submit. Because of my sub-

mission, my peopleôs kids, Bronwyn and Brecken, showed me as a junior exhibitor harness horse. My trainer, 

knew that he could call, ñWhoa,ò from any place in the Illinois State Fair coliseum and I would stop dead in 

my tracks. 

 

 Many of the horses at Asylum Morgans are oppositional but submissive. Spirit, a seven-year-old Paso Fino, 

does not like people, but is submissive. A year ago Eugene decided to find out what would happen if he rode 

her, alone, down the road to a neighbor. She refused to go, but changed her mind when ñshownò the whip. She 

complied, snorting like a buck, zigzagging, and shaking her head, but she went. She actually is pretty good on 

the trail with other horses. Brittany (my peopleôs granddaughter) loves Spirit because she goes fast. 

 

My great granddaughter, China Cat, belongs to the category of oppositional defiant. Eugene began working 

her in lines as a two-year-old and started riding her as a three-year-old. She shook her head all the time and 

never listened. (Almost all the time, when being worked, you could see the whites of her eyes.) Eugene bought 

all kinds of bits, trying to make her happyðrubber ones, ones with bangles, etc. Nothing made her happy. 

Eugene thought that working her in the indoor arena might be boring her and so he took her outside. There she 

tried to run away with him and so he never tried that again. Eugene was such a fool. Nothing could make that 

horse happy except leaving her alone.  She was born oppositional defiant and she will always be oppositional 

defiant. (Last I heard she was with the Amish man who specializes in black fillies.) 

 

To complete this piece I need an example of a horse that really likes to please people, who is genuinely coop-

erative, who likes to work.  I have read about those horses in the Morgan Horse and Morgan Connection but 

we donôt have any like that at Asylum. Maybe my readers could supply me with examples.  Email me at ew-

mathes@wiu.edu. 

 

Diva  
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Dear Diva 

 

Advice from the 

Equine Ann Landers 

DEAR DIVA  



Other Equestrian-related Events 

 

 
 

May 23, Otter Creek Saddle Club Horse Show, Palmyra, IL.  

www.OtterCreekSaddleClub.com 

 

June 6, Otter Creek Saddle Club Horse Show, Palmyra, IL.  

www.OtterCreekSaddleClub.com 

 

July 18, Otter Creek Saddle Club Horse Show, Palmyra, IL.  

www.OtterCreekSaddleClub.com 

 

August 18-21, Illinois State Fair, Second Session.  Deb Cain 

to judge.  Illinois State Fairgrounds, Springfield, IL.  Contact 

Jody Van Nattan. 217-524-9806 

 

August 29, Otter Creek Saddle Club Horse Show, Palmyra, 

www.OtterCreekSaddleClub.com 

 

September 26, Otter Creek Saddle Club Horse Show, Pal-

myra, IL.  www.OtterCreekSaddleClub.com 

 

October 17, Otter Creek Saddle Club Horse Show, Palmyra, 

IL.  www.OtterCreekSaddleClub.com 

 

 

********************  

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
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MVMHC Sponsored Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

March 20, MVMHC Annual Horse and Tack Sale, IL State 

Fairgrounds, Springfield, IL  Tack Sale at 8:30 am/Horse Sale at 

1:30 pm. Contact Brenda Whiteman  309-647-1818 for horse 

consignments or Darlene Horner 217-243-1293 for tack con-

signments. 

 

April 18, Natural Horsemanship Demo/Meeting at the Wil-

liamsonôs, Bloomington, IL. Lunch at 12:00 pm/Meeting at 1:00 

pm. Contact Janet Williamson. 309-963-4371  

 

May 29-30, Versatility I Horse Show, Heart of Illinois Arena, 

Peoria, IL.  Contact Diana Vannaken. 309-264-2268 

 

June 27, MVMHC Trail Ride .  Location TBA.  Contact 

Eugene or Melissa Mathes. 309-776-4172 

 

July 3-4, Versatility II Horse Show, Heart of Illinois Arena, 

Peoria IL.  Contact Brenda Whiteman. 309-647-1818 

 

August 7,  Morgan Demo, Lincolnôs New Salem State Historic 

Site, Petersburg, IL.  Contact Carolyn Firch. 217-793-0723 

 

August 19, IL Morgan Futurity Luncheon , Illinois State Fair-

grounds.  Contact Darlene Horner. 217-243-1293 

 

September 11-12, Versatility III Horse Show , Heart of Illinois 

Arena, Peoria, IL  Contact Darlene Horner. 217-243-1293 

 

October 24, Hot Dog Roast/Social, Brunk Museum of the Mor-

gan Horse, Rochester, IL  Contact TBA 

 

November 14, Annual Meeting/Fall Banquet, Hamiltonôs, 

Jacksonville, IL  Contact Darlene Horner. 217-243-1293 

 

December 5, MVMHC Christmas Party, Carolyn Firchôs, 

Springfield, IL.  Contact Carolyn Firch. 217-793-0723 
 

Check out our website for more information:  www.mvmhc.org 

 

 

The Judges for the Illinois State Fair are: Tom Bom-

bolis, Brent Jacobs and Renee Lavery. Mark Wilson 

will be judging the ponies.   Morgan and Arabian 

judge will be Debby Cain. 
 

 

 

 



luncheon and sup-

per that was held. 

The youth council & I were also 

responsible for presenting 

awards! 

  

Thanks again for this wonderful 

opportunity. 

 

Melissa Bates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melissa with the Club Scrap-

book at the AMHA Convention 
(Thank you Cathy McKinley for the photo) 

 

********  

 

A huge THANK YOU goes out 

to Samantha Bundy, Jeanne Kent 

and Diana Vannaken for bring-

ing horses to the Illinois Horse 

Fair for our breed demonstration.  

The horse representing the club 

were CHF Classic, Crestfield 

Dominique and TE Bea Mi 

Thunder.   

 

Thanks and  appreciation also go 

out to all of the other volunteers 

who helped with the breed demo 

and who worked the Club booth.  

A special thanks to Carolyn 

Firch for coordinating the  

booth. 

 

 

Words from Windenhill  

 

Marv and Tami are now enjoy-

ing life in the Sunshine State. 

Yes, we moved to Florida last 

October and our farm in St. 

Louis is on the market. Marv had 

a job opportunity he just couldn't 

pass up, so he moved down there 

last June and I followed him af-

ter OKC in late October. 

 

I only have two horses here with 

me, Shanghai and his 2 yr old 

son, Winden Revolution. The 

five girls are living the good life 

at Hollybrook Farm in Lexing-

ton, NC, about a day's drive 

from here.   

Beadazzling is due to foal her 

3rd by Shanghai in late April, 

and will be bred back to the 

2009 Park Saddle World Cham-

pion Stonecroft Trilogy. Code 

Red will be leased for the next 

year and will be moving to 

Michigan to be bred to Century 

Bon Jovi for a 2011 foal. 

 

The show circuit down here is 

pretty much year round, so I'm 

having fun visiting farms and 

planning to get back in the ring! 

I attended the Bobbin Hollow 

Adult Riding Camp in January 

and that was a blast and highly 

recommended to anyone into 

adventure, friendship and lots of 

riding fun. 

 

Tami & Marv Johnson 

Windenhill 

Tampa, FL 
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BARN BANTER  

Baby On Board! 

 

Hello, 

 

I am a friend of Sarah Linda-

man's from VonderLind Mor-

gans and wanted to pass on the 

good news. Sarah is expecting 

her first child around the first 

week of August. She has been 

having some problems but eve-

ryone is doing well as of right 

now. So if you see Sarah or her 

husband, Brent please congratu-

late them! Also we are doing a 

baby shower on March 27th, 

2010 at Alvanti's Restaurant in 

Pekin, IL. If you would like to 

come please email Amy at  

frmcats@yahoo.com (RSVP by 

March 22, 2010). Thank you 

everyone! 

 

Amy 

 

*********  

2/26/2010 

 

Dear MVMHC members, 

 

I'm back in the swing of school 

again. I went to the annual con-

vention from last Friday and left 

for Iowa on Sunday. Thank you 

for your donation that helped 

fund my trip. I went to the an-

nual meeting as well as the im-

portant youth council meeting 

where we covered a lot of top-

ics! Throughout these couple of 

days, there were interesting pres-

entations given by great people 

on things like antique bits, foal 

conformation (structure), judg-

ing Q&A and much more. I 

learned a wealth of knowledge. I 

also helped greet members at the 



STRAIGHT FROM THE HO RSEõS MOUTH 

Mouthless 

 

There is no  

mouth as there 

were no events before the dead-

line for Tales.  Be forewarned, 

though,   the White Elephant 

Sale, IL Horse Fair and the 

Horse & Tack Sale are all fair 

game for the next issue of Tales! 

 

 

Side Note:  Mississippi Valley 

Morgan Horse Club received 

2nd Place in the AMHA Club of 

the Year competition at the An-

nual Convention.  Great job and 

thank you to our Historian, 

Carolyn Firch! 

 

Along with the Club recognition 

at the Convention, club member 

Cathy McKinley and her hus-

band Marvin gave a talk about 

antique horse bits.   The talk was 

well received and the audience 

seemed interested and wanted 

more.  Keep an eye out for a se-

ries of articles about antique 

horse bits in The Morgan Horse 

magazine. 

(Photos of Cathy & Marvin at 

the AMHA Convention, cour-

tesy of Cathy McKinley) 
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Mississippi Valley Morgan Horse Sale 
 

The Mississippi Valley Morgan Horse sale will be March 20, 2010 at the Illinois State Fairgrounds in Spring-

field, IL.  We will be taking consignments for American Saddlebreds and Tennessee Walking Horses. We will 

also have our great tack sale. 

 

The MVMHC members put in a lot of time and effort to hold this sale each year.  This sale is to help horse 

owners buy horses and tack at affordable prices.  Please help us by refraining from purchasing items if you are 

unable to pay for them. 

 

Please remember "NO DOGS" are allowed in the Livestock Center.  This is a mandatory requirement by the 

Illinois Health Department.  If you bring a dog, they must remain in the barn area only and must be on a leash 

at all times.  If you bring a dog into the Livestock area, you will be asked to take them back to the barn or out 

of the building.  Please help us by complying with this requirement. 

 

Thank you all  

Committees 

 

Demonstrations:  Carolyn Firch, chair 

  Committee members needed. 
 

Horse Shows:   

  Versatility I:  Diana Vannaken, chair 

  Versatility II:  Brenda Whiteman, 

chair 

  Versatility III:  Darlene Horner, chair 

  Committee members needed for all        

shows. 
 

Horse and Tack Sale:  Brenda White-

man/Darlene Horner,  co-coordinators 

  Volunteers needed. 

 

 

Copies Needed of Newspaper 

or Magazine Articles 

 

The Club will be having articles 

or ads for the Sale in many 

newspapers or magazines in the 

next two months.  Your Histo-

rian does not get most of these 

publications so will need people 

to clip them for the scrapbook.  

Besides the ad or article I will 

also need the name of the publi-

cation and the date. If you can 

send a copy of the masthead that 

would be great. 



Minutes of the MVMHC, February 28, 2010 

 

Executive Committee members present: 

  

President: Darlene Horner 

Vice-President: David Williamson 

Secretary: Eugene Mathes 

Treasurer: Janet Williamson 

Publicity Secretary: Connie Hickey 

Historian: Carolyn Firch 

Directors: Cheryl Bozarth and Pam Wallace 

 

1. Lois McDermand moved and Mary Hohmbraker 

seconded that the January minutes as published in 

the Tales be approved. Passed. 

  

2. The treasurer reported that the club has 3093.15 

in checking, a $1,000 CD, and $2,896.88 in the 

sale account. Eugene Mathes moved and Lois 

McDermand seconded that the report be accepted. 

Passed. 

  

3. The publicity secretary reported that member-

ships and directory listings closed today (February 

28) and that three directory ads had been sold. 

Memberships are down. 

  

4. Darlene Horner reported that the Taft family has 

sent the club a thank you note. 

  

5. Carolyn Firch reported that the club had won 

second place in the club-of-the- year competition 

providing the club with an extra $400.  

  

6. Janet Williamson reported that there are three 

horses in the Horse Fair demo. Volunteers are 

needed for the barn and the booth. 

  

7. Brenda Whiteman reported that there are 10 

horses consigned to the sale. It was decided that 

for next year any registered horse would be ac-

cepted for sale. To reduce expenses it was decided 

to eliminate the free donuts. For Friday night vol-

unteers will bring food for a potluck. Lois McDer-

mand and Ruth Catlett will work the office; 

Eugene Mathes will work the barn; Dave William-

son and Eugene Mathes will work the tack sale; 

Carolyn Firch will work the club booth; Eric Van-

naken and Jack Wallace will work the horse sale. 
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Additional volunteers for the office are needed.  

  

8. The next meeting (April 18) will be at the Wil-

liamsons and will feature a workshop by Lori 

French on Parelli techniques. Janet will provide 

food at 12:00 noon, and the meeting will begin at 1 

pm. 

  

9. Darlene Horner reported that Chuck Test 

wanted to rejoin the club as a life member, point-

ing out that his family (Chuck and his parents) had 

been made life members. Darlene asked the club if 

they were aware of any documentation to that ef-

fect. There appeared to be good agreement that the 

parents were given a life membership. As a youth, 

Chuck benefitted from that life membership. The 

question was, whether life memberships extend to 

children once they become adults. The determina-

tion of the club was that in the absence of any 

stipulation to that effect, they do not. Lois McDer-

mand moved and Janet Williamson seconded that 

the club would welcome Chuck to become a mem-

ber at the regular low cost of $15 per year.  Passed.  

Darlene volunteered to write Chuck Test a letter to 

that effect.  

  

10. To pay for our website Jeff Whiteman re-

quested a credit card. Janet Williamson moved and 

Lois McDermand seconded that the club obtain a 

credit card with a $500 limit. Janet will get the 

card and arrange for monthly payments on the 

website to be covered by the card. Passed. 

  

11. Warren Hohmbraker moved and Janet Wil-

liamson seconded that the meeting be adjourned. 

Passed. 

  

Following the meeting, the annual White Elephant 

and Bake Sale ensued, and a good time was had by 

all. 

  

  

Eugene Mathes, Secretary 
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CLUB MEMBER BIRTHDAY LIST  
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January 

 

Grace Creighton  (01/12) 

Clara Brunk Mayes (01/14) 

 

February 

 

Brittni Creighton (02/02) 

Leah Collins (02/08) 

Ben Bishop (02/19) 

Frank Chatten (02/20) 

Ruth Catlett (02/28) 

Brooke Creighton (02/29) 

 

March 

 

Becky Kwedar (03/05) 

Darrin Bishop (03/09) 

Sarah Kwedar (03/16) 

 

April  

 

John McDermand (04/23) 

Dave Williamson (04/04) 60th !! 

 

We are attempting to collect everyoneôs birthdates 

(year optional) to include in the Tales every 

month.  If you would like to have this information 

appear in Tales, please contact Connie Hickey.  

We would be happy to announce anniversaries as 

well. 

 

Also, we would like to continue to honor any club 

or family members that are or have been in the 

military by putting updates or articles in Tales.  

Please submit to Connie Hickey.  Photos are wel-

come. 

 

OOPS! 

 

This could be your last  

MORGAN TALES! 

 

Memberships that have not 

been renewed by April 1st 

will no longer receive issues 

of Morgan Tales.  

 

Make sure that you get your 

membership turned in so you 

wonõt miss an exciting issue! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our apologies to Ruth Catlett.  She was inadver-

tently omitted as an ambassador in the 2010 Mem-

bership Directory.  Please ópencilô her back in on 

your copy of the Directory, as all of our ambassa-

dors are vital to the success and promotion of the 

Club.  Once again we are sorry for this error. 


