
Hello all! 

 

Well Folks the year sure 

did go by fast!!!! I want 

to thank you all for mak-

ing the year a good one 

for the club and for me. I 

will not name names as I 

am afraid I might miss 

someoneé but A BIG 

THANK YOU to any-

one who helped the club 

in any way this past 

year. We saw more 

members coming to 

events this year and I 

want you all to think 

about the coming year 

and where you can help 

or where you can go to 

have fun at an event. 

 

Thank you all again for 

putting faith in me to be 

president again for the 

coming year. I have en-

joyed it enormously this 

past year. I hope to see 

you all at the Collinsô 

home for Christmas, De-

cember 6th, 2009. If you 

plan to attend, please 

send a note to Ellen and 

Randall,  so they know 

how many are planning 

to come. 

 

I hope those that at-

tended the November 

meeting enjoyed Dr. Lu-

thinôs talk as well as I 

did. I have heard it a few 

times, and each time I 

have learned something 

new! 

 

The MVMHC Morgan 

Horse Sale will be held 

in Springfield, Ill. on 

March 20, 2010. More 

information will be on 

the clubôs website at  

www.mvmhc.org. 

 

It won't be long until the 

snow flies and we will 

all be thinking of spring 

and showing again or 

just being able to enjoy 

the Morgan Horse in 

whatever way you like 

to enjoy them! I was re-

minded here a few 

weeks ago of the Mr. 
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SPECIAL  POINTS  OF 
INTEREST : 

 
Important  2010 Directory In-

formation. See Page 2 

New Equine Advice Columnñ

Dear Diva.  See Page 2 

Barn Banterñ where you can 

update the club on whatõs go-

ing on down on the farm.  See 

Page 4 
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Winston Churchill say-

ing "The outside of a 

horse is good for the in-

side of a man.ò  Boy, I 

sure understand that!!  

 

So in closing, God bless 

each of you. I hope to 

see you all soon! I really 

don't care to be 

"Politically Correct", so 

I am going to close with 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

to you ALL!!!!!!!  

 

Darlene Horner 
217-243-1293 

DSWISE@Webtv.net 
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Dear Diva,  

 

I know that God created all horses equal but do horses have different temperaments?  

 

One of your greatest fans,  

Montbelle (Studley) Endeavor 

 

Dear Studley,  

 

Although God did create all horses equal and all are precious in his sight, it is my firm be-

lief that there are different temperaments. I have observed at least three: reactivity, opposi-

tional defiance, and friendliness. Probably reactivity is the most easily observed. As we have all heard a mil-

lion times, horses are animals of prey and those that ran at the slightest movement or noise (often imagined) 

survived and reproduced, while the happy-go-lucky, laid-back horses, died. In the wild, horses had to be highly 

reactive, but with domestication, people have a hard time with horses that are always running away from or 

away with people and so they have, through selective breeding, attempted to create a less reactive horse. With 

this information in mind, most horses can be arranged along a continuum from nonreactive to highly reactive. I 

personally am highly reactive; I am hot. Even at age 24 I cannot do a flat-footed walk, AND whenever I am 

asked to do anything I sweat profusely. My ears are always forward (except when I am being worked because I 

am mad, but that is the second temperament) and my eyes are always searching my surroundings for wolves, 

bears, and cougars. (Donôt laugh; cougars have reportedly been spotted at Spring Lake, less than ten miles 

from my home.) I am not a pleasure to ride; I am always on the verge of exploding. My rider has to fight with 

me constantly to keep me from making a mad dash, running blindly, going who-knows-where, never stopping 

until I drop. I canôt control myself; I was born this way. This is not necessarily a bad thing. Five or so years 

ago my persons, Eugene and Melissa, decided to make me into a carriage horse. They took me to a three-day 

driving event outside Ames, IA. There were 17 participants. At the end of the first event, dressage, I was in last 

place because of my very bad attitude; the judge could not find enough room on his score card to say all of the 

bad things he felt called upon to say about me. (Unlike Eugene and Melissa, I was not discouraged because I 

knew that this would be the end of my career as a carriage horse!) Next we did cones. I did pretty well because 

all I had to do was go fast; I didnôt have to walk, stop, or back. Next came the marathon. I fast trotted the five-

mile course in 93 degree weather, down into the Skunk river bottom and back up in about 25 minutes, drag-

ging Melissa and Eugene in a rickety antique, wooden-wheeled cart, behind me to win 6th place in the overall 

event. I was crazed.  

 

On the other hand, some horses, like MY buddy, Coby, a Paso Fino, are not very reactive at all. Coby does a 

fine flat-footed walk. He stands for mounting (I get mounted on the run or not mounted at all) and stands after 

mounting. We put kids and untrained adults on him for ñpony rides;ò he is safe. His ears are lazy ears; they are 

never pricked forward and hence he isnôt very photogenic. He is an all-around good guy, a real pleasure on the 

trail. My man, Eugene, visited an Amish sawmill the other day and observed a team of Belgians hitched to a 

wagon with no one around. They just stood there. This is the epitome of non-reactivity. Even Coby would 

wander away from such a situation in search of a little more stimulation. I could go on-and-on but I have used 

up way too much space. So Studley, yes, there are differences in temperaments. I will continue my response to 

your question, writing about oppositional defiance, in the next issue of Tales  

 

Diva  
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Dear Diva 

 

Advice from the 

Equine Ann Landers 

DEAR DIVA  



ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS!!  

 
We are now accepting 2010 club membership ap-

plications. If you would like your membership 

information included in our 2010 directory, your 

application and payment must be received no 

later than February 1, 2010. Applications re-

ceived after that date will not appear in the direc-

tory. 

 

We need to ask your help in filling out all por-

tions of the application. We are creating a new 

database containing membership information (as 

well as horse listings) and need to make sure our 

records are up-to-date. We will not be referring 

to past applications to gather this information.  

Thanks for your help on this! 

 

 

 

 

Pop Tops  

If anyone has pop tops, please bring them to the No-

vember or December meetings. They will be taken 

to the Ronald McDonald House about December 8th. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
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Pictures Needed 

Your Historian is in desperate need of pictures from 

the April Trailer Clinic, all 3 shows, the Brunk 

demo, the Trail Ride and one memberôs wedding. 

Many people have said that they have pictures, but I 

still havenôt seen them. Remember, I need hard cop-

ies or a disc so that I can print them for the scrap-

book. Donôt e-mail them to me as I havenôt figured 

out how to open attachments yet. I also need mem-

ber news (and pictures) like the wedding, show re-

sults (any and all shows, both Club and non Club), 

milestone birthdays or anniversaries, graduations, 

special awards or other important events and a copy 

of Carol Witterôs obituary. 
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MVMHC Sponsored Calendar of Events 

 

December 6 - Christmas Party @ 1:00 pm, Collinsô House, 

Springfield, IL   Contact Ellen Collins 217/546-8306 

 

January  24, 2010, Annual Meeting @ 1:00 pm, Board Meet-

ing @ 10:30 am, Hornerôs Home, Jacksonville, IL  Contact Dar-

lene Horner 217-243-1293 

 

March 20, 2010, MVMHC Annual Horse and Tack Sale, IL 

State Fairgrounds, Springfield, IL  Contact Brenda Whiteman  

309-647-1818 for horse consignments or Darlene Horner 217-

243-1293for tack consignments 

 

Check out our website for more information:  www.mvmhc.org 

 

 

 

********************************  

 

 

MVMHC would like to express their deepest sympa-

thy to Janet Williamson and her family due to the loss 

of Janetôs mother. 

 

 

Thank you for the cards, phone calls, words of en-

couragement, and $50 donation to the Alzheimer's 

Association in memory of my mother, Mary Patricia 

Roberts. It is true that no matter how well we think 

we are prepared for the death of someone so dear, it's 

still very difficult to lose your mother. She was a 

wonderful, sweet woman who was loved by everyone 

who knew her. Your thoughts and prayers helped 

make it through this difficult time. Thank you.  

 

Janet Williamson 



Collins Comments 

 

Both Ellen and Leah Collins will  

be participating in South Side 

Christian Churchôs Christmas 

production of  ñThe Christmas 

Postò on December 18, 19, and 

20.  This is open to anyone and 

we would love to see you there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melissa Bates attended the Mor-

gan Grand Nationals this year 

and competed in the youth judg-

ing contest. She placed 3rd in sr. 

reasons, 10th place team and 

won the Sportsmanship Award.  

 

Congratulations Melissa!  
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BARN BANTER  

THANK YOU NOTES  

 

Thank you to the club for the 

Christmas Norfolk Island Pine. It 

was a pleasant surprise. Wish we 

could do more, but health and 

distance doesnôt always allow it. 

We appreciate the help from our 

daughter and her family at the 

clubôs functions also. 

 

Warren & Mary Hohmbraker 

 

MVMHC Members 

Thank you so much for the $500 

scholarship. It was both a privi-

lege and an honor to receive this 

award. I bought my books with 

this money and put the rest to-

wards college tuition. 

 

Melissa Bates 



STRAIGHT FROM THE HO RSEõS MOUTH 

Mouth Is Into 

the Holidays 
 

There are no ac-

tual horses in this monthôs 

Mouth, although there were 

shades of State Fair (and Mid-

west) past when an announcer 

could not pronounce a horsesô 

name right at the IHPBEA ban-

quet. In almost all languages 

(except English), the vowels A, 

E, I, O and U are pronounced 

AH, A (long), E (long), O 

(long), and OU (like in you). In 

French, the last letter is usually 

silent. No language knows what 

to do with the Y. A few horses 

are having a good belly laugh in 

the stalls over this one. 

 

From the November meeting, the 

food was good, the weather was 

bad, the speaker was great (even 

if he used a knife as a pointer 

and burnt the hands of his helper 

controlling the slides). While 

holding the projector so the right 

part of a slide could be seen, the 

jitteriness was blamed on the cup 

of coffee she drank. 

 

First platefuls of food were 

pretty big and those going back 

for seconds reasoned that they 

did not have to fit into THOSE 

clothes (Mouth assumes their 

show ones) for many months to 

come.  

 

The short business meeting had 

some interesting moments. Who 

talked into the plant until it was 

moved? Actually, it was moved 

multiple times from the podium, 

to the floor, to its new owners,  

to other tables as it didnôt fit in 

the rest room and finally out to 

the car.  Another interesting mo-

ment was the horse show report. 

All the shows went.  How or 

where they went was not made 

real clear. They just went. Even 

if you are not an officer of this 

Club (itôs worse if you are one), 

donôt get caught daydreaming 

during the meeting or it will be 

ñEarth to ???ò in the minutes. 

 

There were four real youth mem-

bers present and they will be fea-

tured in the scrapbook with all 

their laptops, coloring books, 

things and some kind of video 

game. Another youth member 

spent the meeting at the ER in 

Springfield as she shook, rattled 

and rolled her car coming home 

from feeding another Club mem-

berôs horses. She is shaken, bat-

tered and bruised, but otherwise 

will be fine. The car is another 

story. 

 

The Christmas party will be in 

December (unless it is held in 

January as was announced at the 

November meeting). Come to 

that meeting and maybe a scrap-

book party will be scheduled. 

The scrapbook is coming along, 

but still needs pictures, member 

news, newspaper clippings and 

other stuff. The scrapbook must 

be in the mail before the end of 

the year.  
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Please let us know how everyone would like to receive Tales. We need to re-

mind everyone with emphasis that it costs us extra for printing and postage. 

We will only send printed copies to those who absolutely cannot receive Tales 

via E-Mail. Thank you.  Please contact Connie Hickey or Janet Williamson. 
 


